
CONGRESSMAN OLVER ANNOUNCES TWO DESIGN CONTRACTS FOR ROUTE 2 SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS HAVE BEEN AUTHORIZED BY MASS HIGHWAY
September 10, 1999

  

 WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep. John Olver (D-First District) announced                today that two preliminary design and engineering contracts for                safety improvements along the hazardous Route 2 are finally underway.                 This is the first step towards beginning the long-term safety improvements                to the 30 mile, two-lane highway between Philipston and Greenfield                “  which is part of the National Highway System. Congressman                Olver secured $3 million dollars for the design phase in last year°s                six-year authorization bill “ the Transportation Equity Act for                the 21st Century (TEA 21). 
               œThis road has been a hazard for the last 40 years,” Olver said.                œThere have been too many accidents and casualties as a result,                and it is past time that we do something about it.”              

œThe design contract will allow the engineers to determine the                best possible framework for improving the road conditions. Once                the design phase is finished, we can finally begin to work on the                construction,” Olver continued.              

The first contract, awarded to Bryant Associates, Inc. of Boston,                is for work in the Orange area. The second contract, awarded to                DeLeuw Cather of Parsons Transportation Group in Canton, will                 work on the section in front of Erving Paper Mills “ which is very                hazardous due to poor visibility and has limited truck turning space.              

This highway renovation, based on recommendations from the Route                2 Safety Improvement Study, will widen shoulders, construct new                passing and climbing lanes, add shoulder rumble strips, and realign                roadways to reduce vertical and horizontal curves. 
                 
               For more information on the two contracts, please contact Douglas                Cope, Public Affairs Director of Mass Highway at (617) 973-7800.             
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